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trade should fail to produce injurious effects in the English
clothing districts. Even before the Dutch had time to carry
out their plan of opposing prohibition by prohibition, a
petition came up from Gloucestershire, complaining of the
number of hands which had been thrown out of employ-
ment by the new regulations. The measures taken by the
Government in consequence of this petition were characteristic
of the ideas prevalent at the time on such subjects. They sent
for the governor of the new company, and asked him why the
Gloucestershire clothworkers were out of work. He excused
himself by saying that they made bad cloth, for which it
was impossible to obtain a sale. The excuse was at once
rejected, and he was ordered to summon a meeting of the
company, and to tell the members that they were expected
to buy any amount of Gloucestershire cloth which might be
exposed for sale. If, in spite of this, any clothier should
discharge his workmen, he would be duly punished by the
Council, Either stimulated by the example of the Gloucester-
shire clothiers, or urged by the increasing distress resulting
from diminished exportation, Worcestershire and Wiltshire soon
joined in the cry. Bacon, who had taken a great interest in
Bacon's pro- tne King's scheme, now advised that a proclamation
petals. should be issued, forbidding any Englishman, during
the next six months, to wear any silken stuff which did not
contain a mixture of wool. This would give employment to
the manufacturers, at the same time that it would show the
foreigners that the King had no intention of receding from
his purpose.1

Either this last proposal carried interference too far for
the cooler heads in the Council, or, as is more probable, the
members of the new company themselves were frightened
at the difficulties which were before them. They seem to
have made demands which the Government refused to con-
cede, and after some months of fruitless negotiation, they sur-

1 Council to the Justices of the Peace in Gloucestershire, Aug. 2 ;
Council with the King to the Council in London, Aug. 6 ; Council in
London to the Council with the King, Aug. 13 (S. P. Dom. Ixxxviii. 41,
45, 5*) ; Bacon to the King, Sept. 13, Letters and Life, v. 74.